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Boaz Zissu is a Professor of Classical Archaeology at Bar-Ilan University's Institute 
of Archaeology and Department of Land of Israel Studies. His research specializes in 
the archaeology of Judea during the Second Temple, Roman, and Byzantine 
periods, with particular emphasis on the excavation and documentation of artificial 
cavities and subterranean complexes, including burial caves, hiding systems, water 
installations, and quarries. 
Professor Zissu's studies on underground archaeology have advanced our 
understanding of human planning, rock-cutting, use, and repurposing of 
subterranean cavities from the Iron Age to Late Antiquity in Israel. His excavations 
and surveys have documented hundreds of rock-cut installations across the Judean 
landscape, from elaborate Hellenistic necropoleis and Bar Kokhba revolt refuge 
caves to Byzantine quarries. Notable among his projects are the comprehensive 
documentation of Maresha's subterranean necropolis, the exploration of the Te'omim 
Cave complex in the Jerusalem Hills, and the systematic study of Judean hiding 
complexes used during the Second Jewish Revolt (132-136 CE). 
His collaborative research combines archaeological fieldwork with speleological, 
geological, and epigraphic analyses. Professor Zissu has co-authored seminal works 
including The Necropolis of Jerusalem in the Second Temple Period (with Amos 
Kloner, 2007) and The Bar Kokhba Revolt - The Archaeological Evidence (with 
Hanan Eshel, 2019). He has published over 250 scholarly works in multiple 
languages. 
Professor Zissu's fieldwork spans major sites throughout Judea, including Horvat 
'Ethri, Horvat Midras, Horvat Burgin, and numerous cavities and underground 
systems in the Jerusalem Hills, Judean Shephelah, and Judean Desert. His 
interdisciplinary approach integrates archaeological, historical, and geological 
methodologies to reconstruct ancient underground landscapes and their functions in 
antiquity. 
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