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I am an environmental archaeologist whose research explores the intersections between 
human communities and geological substrates, with a sustained focus on artificial cavities—
rock-cut sites, quarry landscapes, and carved architectures. My work investigates how people 
carve, extract, inhabit, and abandon rocky environments, and how these practices accumulate 
into long-term material histories. By combining archaeometry, field-based spectroscopy, 
architectural archaeology, and landscape analysis, I examine carved spaces as active 
participants in cultural and ecological processes. 

Academic path and research focus 

I earned my PhD in Environmental Archaeology at Umeå University (2019), with a dissertation 
dedicated to the archaeometric and geological characterization of stone materials and their 
biographies. After research periods in France, Sweden, and Denmark, I joined the University of 
Pisa, where I am currently a Research Fellow in Methodologies of Archaeological Research. My 
academic trajectory includes extensive teaching experience in environmental archaeology, 
research methods, archaeology of production, both in Italy and Scandinavia. 

Over the years, I have authored several peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, and monographs, 
and I have co-edited volumes and special issues that contribute to shaping the growing field of 
quarry and rock-cut archaeology. 

My research has progressively centred on quarried landscapes, rock-hewn sites, and carved 
mountainsides, with case studies in France (Auvergne), Italy (Apuan Alps, Pisa region), and 
broader European contexts. I study rocky features as material testimonies of human–rock 
engagement, where extraction, shaping, reuse, and abandonment intersect with social 
practices and environmental dynamics. 

This focus led me to co-found and promote the IRAAR network (International Research on 
Artificial Cavities and Rock-cut Archaeology), designed to consolidate an interdisciplinary 
community dedicated to the study and preservation of carved sites and quarries worldwide. 
Through IRAAR, we have fostered exchanges between archaeologists, geologists, speleologists, 
and heritage specialists, helping define shared research agendas and methodological 
standards. 

International Conferences 

I have actively contributed to the international debate on carved landscapes by organising and 
moderating numerous thematic events. Notably, I contributed to curate the international 
conference Rocky Landscapes, at the intersection of people and rocks, held at the Orient-
Institut in Istanbul in May 2024—a major event bringing together researchers working on 
stonecraft, landscape archaeology, and material ecologies. 

My long-standing commitment to scholarly exchange is reflected in a rich history of EAA 
sessions, including recent ones dedicated to: 

• Current trends and future directions in quarries and rock-cut studies (Rome, 2024) 

• Carved features and carved landscapes (Belfast, 2023) 

• Archaeology of rock-cut and quarry sites: people, stones and landscapes (Barcelona, 
2018) 



• Stone is the storyteller: the materiality of stone through time (and mind)? (Maastricht, 
2017) 

These sessions have become important reference points in the development of a more 
integrated and theoretically grounded approach to rock-cut archaeology. 
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